Welcome to Worship

Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

,{- let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.;
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—Psalm 95:6
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The Sanctuary

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship in this sanctuary that
praises God and His creation. A focal point of our sanctuary is the stained glass
window centered in the large cross on the wall of the chancel. The lilies and the
cross in the window remind us of the resurrection of Jesus. Legend has it that
beautiful white lilies sprung up in the Garden of Gethsemane where drops of
Christ's sweat fell to the ground in His final hours of sorrow. The doves in the
border symbolize the Holy Spirit, and the anchor is a symbol of hope.

The lighting of the candles represents Christ's presence in worship. The two
candles flanking the cross symbolize Jesus’ two natures, human and divine.

Acolytes are attendants or helpers who assist in worship by lighting and
extinguishing candles and bearing the flame in worship processions. At St.
Mark’s, older children and youth serve as acolytes in the traditional services.

The procession symbolizes our approach to God, led by the acolyte and followed
by the ministers and other worship leaders.

The paraments are the fabric hangings on the pulpit and altar table. Their colors
correspond to the liturgical seasons of the Christian year:

Advent Blue Signifies the royalty of Christ

Christmas White Symbolizes purity and joy and the glory of
Christ

Epiphany of the Lord White Symbolizes purity and joy and the glory of
Christ

Ordinary Time (the Green Represents hope and peace, and the

period after Epiphany) ongoing growth of the church

Lent Purple Represents penitence and mourning

Easter White Symbolizes purity and joy and the glory of
Christ

Pentecost Red Symbolizes fire, blood, and the coming of
the Holy Spirit

Ordinary Time (the Green Represents hope and peace, and the

period after Pentecost) ongoing growth of the church

Altar flowers are sponsored by members of the congregation in celebration of
special events. Other items on the altar, banners, and other décor in the
sanctuary are planned to add to the worship experience. !






